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Topic Descriptions


Wildflowers in MI Garden. Often considered too wild and crazy for the average gardener, wildflowers can thrive and provide years of beauty even in a small urban garden.  Don’t limit yourself to the development of “well-behaved” “garden-worthy” cultivars.  Learn how the species themselves can be a successful part of your garden while providing an attractive environment for our local fauna as well.

Viburnums. One of the most diverse genera of garden-worthy shrubs, Viburnums are also less utilized than they should, due to that very diversity. Get beyond “garden” variety and explore some other options with this charismatic group of plants and become acquainted with some superb native species in the process.

Native Trees, Shrubs and Vines for the Michigan Garden. Learn about the range of native “woodies” you can introduce to your garden, including trees, shrubs and vines ranging from deciduous to evergreen species and including annual vines as well as perennial plants. This amazing variety of native woodies is not only beautiful, but “play well with others” while providing key habitat for native fauna.

Bringing Natives Home. Home gardeners are becoming more interested in gardening with native plants. Explore some combinations - some planned, others fortuitous - of native species and traditional garden plants to inspire your own gardening adventures.
The Late Show. Fall is often a difficult time in the Midwestern garden – unless you look to native plants. From Asters to Goldenrods, learn how you can extend your gardening season through the judicious selection of Michigan species at their best for the most exciting Late Show of all.
Autumn Jewels:  The Science Behind the Scenery.  Living here in Michigan, we look forward to the fall if only for the jewel‑like displays of autumn foliage.  Although we’ve known for a while how trees and shrubs change color, we’ve not been as certain as to the “Why” of it.  Learn about the chemical and biological processes that go into our annual fall fashion show and get a glimpse of the beauties of our own native species as they go through their annual transformation.

It Is Easy to Be Green!  We’re undergoing an entirely new Green Revolution and gardeners are in the vanguard.  Learn easy and economical ways to keep your garden – and the rest of the world – green and healthy while lightening the load on your wallet.

Spring Beauties: Native Wildflowers for the Woodland Garden. Tired of Tulips? Find Daffodils dull? How about trying out some of our very own Spring ephemerals! From Trout Lilies to Trillium, from the exotic to the familiar, explore some native alternatives for the Spring garden.
Pollinator Preservation Strategies for the Home Garden: Native Plants and Their Unique Relationships with Beneficial Insects. Want to help out our native pollinators and other beneficial insects? Through plant selection, garden design and maintenance protocols, you can provide a haven not only for our beautiful butterflies and moths but also other critical beneficial species, from bees to beetles.
Gardening for the Birds: Strategies for Optimizing Habitat. Did you know that most of our native songbirds rely on native insects to raise their young? With the ongoing insect apocalypse, our native songbirds are at risk. Learn how you can help them through plant selection, garden design and maintenance protocols, making your garden a safe and welcoming oasis for all species.

Workshops
Garden Writing.  Have a passion for words as well as green things growing?  Explore the potential of a new or additional career as a garden writer.  Learn basics of getting started, research and getting published and grow your garden ideas for a larger audience! (One-, two- or four-hour class.)
Other Topics
The Art of Self-Promotion: Strategies for Marketing Your Art. It’s one to thing to be a creatively successful artist – to develop your own style and unique body of work; it’s quite another to develop a marketing strategy to be an economically viable one. Learn techniques from branding to social media to get your work out there and monetize your efforts more successfully.
Cheryl M. English is an Advanced Master Gardener living in Detroit, Michigan. Formally educated as an Art Historian and Archæologist, Cheryl has parlayed her varied training and experience into a career as a professional gardener, artist, writer and garden and art educator. She has volunteered in various capacities with The Greening of Detroit, Master Gardeners of Greater Detroit, the Detroit Garden Center and the Wildflower Association of Michigan. Cheryl penned the first article on native plants to appear in Michigan Gardener in May 2012 and wrote for that publication on topics relating to native plants and Clematis. Cheryl opens her garden to the public twice a year free of charge. She also offers private group garden tours, a clematis-pruning workshop, tree and wildflower walks at local destinations as well as a variety of pottery workshops and other programs upon request. Cheryl, her garden and her pottery were featured in The Detroit News’s  “Homestyle” section in July 2023. She can be reached at cenglish@blackcatpottery.com.

